
Civics in Real Life
Resources for Virtual Instruction



Where Can You Find Us? 

ÃWebsites: http://floridacitizen.org/, 
http://loufreyinstitute.org/ 

ÃContent Site: civics360.org

ÃBlog: https://floridacitizens.wordpress.com/ 

ÃFacebook: https://www.facebook.com/floridacitizenship 

ÃTwitter: @FL_Citizen



Contact Info

ÃSteve Masyada Stephen.Masyada@ucf.edu

ÃVal McVey Valerie.Mcvey@ucf.edu

ÃChris Spinale Christopher.Spinale@ucf.edu

mailto:Stephen.masyada@ucf.edu
mailto:Valerie.Mcvey@ucf.edu
mailto:Christopher.spinale@ucf.edu


Poll 
Question

How often do you discuss 
current events in your daily 
instruction? 

A. At least once a week

B. At least once a month

C. At least once a year

D. I donôt get to do current 
events



Using Our Resources Can Make a Difference 



Resources to Support K -12
Civic Education

ELEMENTARY

ÅCivics in a Snap

ÅReading Modules

ÅReading Integration 
Correlation Guide

ÅStudents Investigating 
Primary Sources

ÅMock Election

MIDDLE

ÅApplied Civics Lesson 
Plans

ÅCivics360.org

ÅCivic Action Project

ÅStudents Investigating 
Primary Sources

ÅMock Election

ÅCivics in Real Life 

HIGH

ÅCivics Connection

ÅStudents Investigating 
Primary Sources

ÅMock Election

ÅCivics in Real Life



Floridacitizen.org



Letôs Chat!How do you 
approach current 
events in your 
classroom?



Teaching Current Events is Hard! 

What other obstacles exist to teaching current 
events effectively? 
ÅFraming issues with younger students

ÅMaking the content digestible

ÅAdequate background knowledge

ÅConnecting to classroom instruction/standards

Only 46% of social studies teachers think they 
would get strong support from their principal to teach 
about an election, 38% believe their districts would 
strongly support them, and 28% think parents would 
do the same.



ÅWEEKLY resource, posted on FloridaCitizen.org
and shared on social media

ÅOne Page Downloadable PDF with Content, 
Activities and Links

ÅConnects current events to civic concepts and/or 
skills

ÅMiddle School reading level , but useable grades 
3-12

ÅState benchmarks and standards are aligned, but 
not included



http:floridacitizen.org



ÅFreedom and Justice ( Ex CRL: Voting Rights ) 

ÅConflict and Compromise ( Ex CRL: Civil Disobedience, The First 
Amendment )

ÅTechnology and Innovation ( Ex CRL: The Food and Drug 
Administration, US Postal Servi ce)

ÅUnity and Diversity ( Ex CRL: Tribal Sovereignty, National Day of 
Service and Remembrance )

ÅContinuity and Change Over Time (Ex CRL: Consent of the 
Governed, Political Party Platforms, Presidential Transition )

ÅSupply and Demand ( Ex CRL: The Defense Production Act, Tariffs )

Maine Learning Results Connections

How does Civics in Real Life Align to Maineôs Enduring Themes? 



ÅStandard: Students draw on concepts from civics and government to understand political 
systems, power, authority, governance, civic ideals and practices, and the role of citizens in the 
community, Maine, the United States, and the world.

Performance Expectation (Upper Elementary):

ÅStudents understand the basic ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of 
democratic government in Maine and the United States by explaining that the structures and 
processes of government are described in documents, including the Constitution of the United 
States. (Ex CRL: Constitution Day, The Preamble in Action)

ÅStudents understand the basic ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of 
democratic government in Maine and the United States by explaining and giving examples of 
governmental structures including the legislative, executive, and judicial branches at national 
levels of government. (Ex CRL: Executive Orders, The CARES Act, Government Power)

ÅStudents understand the basic rights, duties, responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a 
democratic republic by identifying and describing the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights 
as documents that establish government and protect the rights of the individual United States 
citizen. (Ex CRL: The First Amendment, Voting Rights)

ÅStudents understand the basic rights, duties, responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a 
democratic republic by providing examples of how people influence government and work for the 
common good, including engaging in civil disobedience. (Ex CRL: The Common Good, Civil 
Disobedience)

ÅStudents understand civic aspects of unity and diversity in the daily life of various cultures in the 
world, by identifying examples of unity and diversity in the United States that relate to how laws 
protect individuals or groups to support the common good. (Ex CRL: The Common Good, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr Day) 

Maine Learning Results Connections
How does Civics in Real Life Align to Maineôs Standards (Upper Elementary)? 



ÅCivics & Government 1: Students understand the basic ideals, purposes, 
principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in 
Maine and the United States as well as examples of other forms of 
government in the world (Ex CRL: Federalism, The CARES Act, Judicial 
Review)

ÅCivics & Government 2: Students understand constitutional and legal 
rights, civic duties and responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a 
constitutional democracy (Ex CRL: The First Amendment, Consent of the 
Governed, Natural Rights, Veterans Day, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day, 
George Washingtonôs Thanksgiving)

ÅCivics & Government 3: Students understand political and civic aspects 
of cultural diversity (Ex CRL: Tribal Sovereignty, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr 
Day)

Maine Learning Results Connections

How does Civics in Real Life Align to Maineôs Standards (6-12)? 



Sample 
Topic List

So Far

ÅThe Common Good

ÅThe National 
Institutes of Health

ÅThe Post Office

ÅElections

ÅSedition

ÅImpeachment

ÅThe Preamble In 
Action

ÅThe Defense 
Production Act

ÅThe CARES Act

ÅPrimary Sources

ÅExecutive Orders

ÅPublic Health and 
the Social Contract

ÅThe 25th

Amendment

Some updates may be more than once 

a week as events happen! 



Breaking 
Down a 

CRL 



focused on a 
civics concept 
and/or relate to 

a current 
event.

CRL Title



connects the 
current event to a 

big idea, civics 
concept, or óneed 
to knowô. 

Opening 
Paragraph


